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children of the poorer classes in this country, not
only their own language and arithmetic but a foreign
language besides, we shall be teaching them more
than it has ever been thought desirable to teach them
in any other country; and this at a great additional
expense in a case where considerations of expense are
of peculiar importance. It is generally admitted that
" elementary education" should imply no more than
that the pupil should be taught to read and write
his own language, with the rudiments of arithmetical
knowledge ; and that if more than this is attempted,
" elementary education" will in all probability be a
failure. If, for instance, in addition to these elements
of knowledge, it was proposed in England to teach a
foreign language to the children of the agricultural
poor, the proposal would be received with derision,
and (whether deserving derision or not) would be
sure, if acted, upon, to result in complete failure. Yet
this is in effect what it is proposed to do in dealing
with the children of agricultural labourers in this less-
civilised country.

2. "With reference to a remark of my honourable
colleague (Mr. Sim), I may observe that I do not
understand Mr. Powell to propose the exclusion of
English as absolute and invariable, but as a general
rule subject to proper exception ; and in this proposal
I am very strongly inclined to agree with him.

HOBART.
6th May, 1874